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In November Moonta celebrates the One Hundredth Anni-
versary of the Royal Australian Air Force and its founding 
father Sir Richard Williams. 
 
Born at Moonta Mines in 1890, Richard Williams was edu-
cated in Moonta before leaving school at 14 to work in the 
local post office and then to the Union Bank. He joined the 
mili a in 1909 before joining the Army in 1914. He became 
Australia's first military trained aviator and went to the Mid-
dle East as a flight commander in 1 Squadron AFC. He was 
awarded the Dis nguished Service Order for a acking 
ground forces at low level despite heavy enemy fire and res-
cuing a downed pilot behind enemy lines. He commanded 
No. 1 Squadron and then the RAF 40th Wing in Pales ne. By 
the end of the war, he was the AFC's foremost opera onal 
commander. A key figure in the forma on of the RAAF. In 
1921 Williams was the RAAF’s Chief of air Staff three mes 
between the wars, demonstra ng great poli cal acumen in 
structuring the RAAF for its growth in World War Two. He is 
commonly known as the father of the RAAF and is one of 
the most significant figures in the history of the RAAF. 
 
On Sunday 7th the day will begin at 10:30 with a parade and march down George Street 
to Queen Square. At 11:20 there will be a fly-past of vintage planes followed by the un-
veiling of the bronze statue of Sir Richard commissioned by the Sir Richard Williams 
RAAF Centenary Commi ee and funded by local groups, businesses, individuals and the 
State Government. Another fly-past, this me by RAAF aircra  will follow at 12:15. 
 
To herald the event, an exhibi on Reaching for the Sky, originally shown at the Moonta 
Gallery of the Arts has been moved to the History Centre in Ellen Street and will be 
moved back to the Town Hall for the weekend of the event. 
 
Copper Triangle Writers Group secretary, Lyn Longo wrote a children’s book, also called 
Reaching for the Sky to engage local students in Sir Richard’s history and avia on. 

 
Wallaroo Primary and Moonta Area School students created 
projects, models, research papers, poems and work about 
Sir Richard.  
The students illustrated two versions of the book, both of 
which are on display at the exhibi on. They spent months 
researching each page and their contribu ons demonstrate 
the phenomenal knowledge they have gained. 
 
The Copper Triangle Writers Group compiled a folder of po-
etry, fic on and personal recollec ons about flight which 
can also be seen at the exhibi on. 
 

Portraits by local ar sts of Sir Richard, RAAF and flight related themes add a further di-
mension to the as does the extensive display of documents pertaining to Sir Richard’s 
life compiled by Robyn Knight, as well as the display of coins, medallions, first day enve-
lopes and stamps. 
 
Please take the 
opportunity to see 
the exhibi on 
which pays hom-
age to one of 
Moonta’s most 
important and in-
fluen al sons. 
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Gaze into the sky and you will find me, 
A huge ball of flames is what you will see. 
A bringer of light to one  and to all, 
And life to Earth’s creatures so big and so small. 
Throughout my existence I’ve seen you all try 
To leave solid ground and fly, fly, fly. 

Two hundred million years, a long me ago, 
Lived a species of dinosaur I’m sure you all know. 
The pterodactyl was  flying high to reach me, 
While other creatures remained in their tree. 

The Greeks had their stories they thought to be true, 
Of a creature called Pegasus the horse they said flew. 
With gorgeous wings spread, body shimmering white, 
His an cs while soaring would be quite a sight. 

Poor Icarus was trying to reach my domain, 
But his waxen wings melted and then he felt pain. 
As he fell to the Earth his escape was a failure, 
But his courage while failing showed admirable behaviour. 
 

Three thousand years ago I was shining on China. 
And saw them inven ng a kite that was finer 
Than earliest a empts to replicate flight, 
The colours and designs flew up top great heights. 

In Renaissance Italy there lived a great man, 
Leonardo Da Vinci, never short of a plan. 
His skills as an ar st are naturally well known 
But as a scien st and inventor, his genius is shown 
By his hundreds of sketches of flying machines, 
And intricate diagrams of the birds he had seen. 

The Montpelier brothers le  the earth far below 
In a hot air balloon that was not just for show. 
The first of the passengers, sheep, rooster and duck, 
One wonders if the audience got more than a cluck. 

 
George Caley’s inven on of gliders brought fame 
But not for his passenger, what was his real name? 
A life me of developing and tes ng his cra , 
Helped modern gliders become state of the art. 

The first people credited with a motorized plane, 
The Wright Brothers Wilbur and Orville by name, 
Developed machines with balance and control. 
In the avia on industry they had a pivotal role. 
They made it possible to fly a long way, 
Many of their developments are s ll used today. 

The history of flying is not all just male, 
Amelia Earhart blazed a legendary trail. 
For women who were trying to smash the glass ceiling, 
Her Atlan c flight had all the cri cs reeling. 
Today’s female pilots who fly everywhere, 
Should celebrate Amelia as one who would dare. 

My sunlight shines on an Australian lad, 
Whose exploits seem more than a li le bit mad. 
Harry Butler’s flying adventures just thrilled, 
While this young daredevil caused many a chill. 
From Adelaide to Minlaton he brought over the mail, 
Not daunted by bad weather, a storm or a gale. 

The Australian Air Force has been here for one hundred years, 
Thanks to Richard Williams’ illustrious career. 
A celebrated son from Moonta Mines, 
A great administrator ahead of his me. 
Father of the RAAF, a legacy clear, 
So come on all Aussies, let’s give him a cheer. 

So, birds, balloons, kites and super-fast jets, 
But none have got even close to me yet. 
Now spaceships and rockets, will they be the key 
To travel through the solar system up towards me? 
Exploring Venus, Saturn and Mars, 

 Reaching for the Sky by Lyn Logo 
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 MOONTA MINES NATIONAL HERITAGE PRECINCT NEWS – SEPTEMBER 2021 

The Moonta Mines Na onal Herit-
age Place has enjoyed extraordinary 
success over the past couple of 
years due to the Covid 19 regula-

ons, with a whopping 150% in-
crease in visitors to our site. 

Following on from the last lockdown 
it has been much quieter with inter-
state visitors being restricted entry 
to South Australia. School Holidays however are around the corner so we are ex-
pec ng another boom during that me. 

During the last couple of months we have been able to finalise two grants that 
were in place, which included much needed repairs to the Moonta Mines Museum 
Roof and Ceiling. 

We have also completed revegeta on with indigenous plants and grasses to the 
area along Karkarilla Road, Moonta Mines, to open the view from the Tourist Train 
to Hughes Pump House. 

We thank the band of volunteers that assisted with the plan ng which was lead by 
David Sloper (Australian Plants Society Northern Yorke Peninsula Group). 

Na onal Trust of South Australia in partnership with the Copper Coast Council have 
made some progress with the Moonta Mines Na onal Heritage Project Grant of 
$4.8m. 

Our Project Plan has been accepted by the Commonwealth Government and we 
are now in the process of obtaining quotes for work and other components of the 
project. We should have some news to share with our community very soon. 

We are keen to include our volunteers, local community and local businesses in the 
project at all mes and look forward to working with you over the next couple of 
years to bring a major heritage tourism experience to our region. Exci ng mes for 
Moonta, the Copper Coast and the Na onal Trust of South Australia! 

Na onal Trust of SA (Moonta Branch) are always looking for volunteers to be in-
volved with the day to day opera ons of the Moonta Mines Na onal Heritage 
Place. 

If you have some me to spare (daily, weekly, monthly or even hourly) we would 
like to hear from you.  Please contact Glenys Blacker on 8825 1891 or email  
info@moontaheritage.com.au to discuss further. 

It is always very nice to have spring around the corner and of course this means our 
tourist season is about to commence in full swing – busy mes for all in our ‘Top 
Tourist Town’ – we wish you well and hope that our town experiences a great sea-
son. 

 

Glenys Blacker 

Tourist Office Manager 
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Polgreen Park Upgrade 

Changes are afoot for Polgreen Park. The popular playground and family BBQ 
shelter situated between Frances Terrace and Bay Road has become worn by 
usage, weather and me. A Polgreen Park Ac on Group consis ng of members 
of Moonta Lions, Moonta and District Progress Associa on and parents who use 
the park, was established earlier this year. The group has created a plan that in-
cludes many op ons such as a basketball dunking hoop, sensory garden, wheel-
chair accessible ac vi es, nature playground, a grassed picnic area, new toilets 
and an upgraded BBQ shelter. Copper Coast Council has agreed to turn the plan 
into a concept design for the group to take to the community for consulta on 
later in the year. From there priori es will be decided, funding sought and work 
undertaken through Council, contractors and volunteers.  

In the mean me, the park is about to gain a maze with a difference. It will be 
built with decora ve metal screening panels and is designed to allow children to 
see through the panels to find their way around. Serious fundraising for the 
maze began with part of a Reconnect Grant through Human Services SA. Contri-
bu ons from local service clubs and the recently successful Community Grant 
applica on by Moonta Lions Club means the installa on can get underway. 

Polgreen Park is a much-used outdoor play facility for children and families and, 
with the support of the community, will become an even more valuable asset.  If 
you are interested in assis ng with the development of the park please contact 
Lesley Bowden, secretary of the Ac on Group on 0417 831 998 

Graham Sobey Honoured 
 

On September 8th Graham Sobey 
was honoured as the first life 
member of the Moonta and Dis-
trict Progress Associa on. Graham 
recalled in his speech that he had 
first joined the associa on in 1990 
when it was the Moonta Business 
and Tourism Associa on, later be-
coming Moonta & District Progress 
Associa on when it was realised 
that the organisa on didn’t have any business traders anymore.  
 
Over the years Graham has worn many hats in our organisa on including being 
President and Vice President more than once. He currently holds the tle of Pub-
lic Officer. We are thankful for all Graham has done for our organisa on, which if 
listed would need an addi onal newsle er to fit it all in!  
 
Graham is also ac ve in numerous other organisa ons in the Copper Coast and 
has been recipient of the Copper Coast Council Australia Day Ci zen Of The Year. 
Mayor Talbot presented Graham with his cer ficate and he was gi ed a portrait 
by local ar st A. Stock. 



Moonta & District Progress Associa on Community News        Page 5 

 

 

 

Moonta  

 Passenger 

  Service 
Offering 24/7 service 

Accept all major credit cards & 
cabcharge 

Accept SATSS vouchers 

Reliable, convenient & efficient 

Modern, clean cars 

Honesty & integrity 

Locally owned, operated and 
fully accredited 

Phone Tim to make your booking on 

0447 528 000 

Public Art Commi ee  

The Public Art Commi ee has been busy behind 
the scenes since its inaugura on in March, 
2021. The commi ee’s five volunteers are pas-
sionate about promo ng art in public places 
throughout the Moonta districts and are work-
ing with a focus on artwork that incorporates 
the region’s important heritage and the unique 
stories hidden in its past.  

They are working toward repairing and maintaining artwork that already ex-
ists. To that end, the MDPA are backing their intent to restore and complete the 
following: 
• The John Whitney murals along George St. 

The Julie Cheshire mural at Moonta Bay  

The repain ng of the 130-year-old drinking fountains in George Street with 
heritage colours to highlight the period features. 

Several new artworks have also been approved by the Progress Associa on 
which include: 
• A boat mural at Moonta Bay to be located near the BBQ area 

• A historical pain ng of the billiards hall on Moonta An ques door 

• A memorial metal and stone sculpture at McCauley Park.  

The commi ee is looking forward to working with Copper Coast Council ensuring 
that these projects are also in keeping with their vision of public arts in the Cop-
per Coast. 

The Public Art Commi ee is working towards obtaining grants to fund local pub-
lic art as well as fund raising later in the year. They hope to shortly have all the 
kinks ironed out, so that in the near future local residents can be easily aided 
through the process, from project planning to council approvals and comple ons. 

B. Ludwig, Chairperson, MDPA Public Art  
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 Ray White Real Estate  

 

Ray White Real Estate recently 
took over the offices of  
Century 21 in George Street 
Moonta, with experienced sales 
agent Greg Smith lending his ex-
per se to the organisa on. 
 
For a considerable me Century 
21, through the Moonta office, 
generously provided all of the 
photocopying paper required to 
produce the progress associa on’s 
Community Newsle er. 
 
Melissa Bussenschu , the found-
ing director of Ray White, Yorke 
Peninsula, has graciously agreed 
to con nue to supply the associa on with  
photocopy paper. We would like to acknowledge and 
thank the company for its ongoing support of the  
associa on, and of the region in general. 

 

Port Hughes Boa ng Club Inc.  

The club originated in 1982 and had 6 founding members. There are now 58 members 

with new members always being welcome. 

 

A er each fishing event (of which there are several each year) there is a BBQ or a dinner 

for the members with the results of the event being finalised and trophies presented to 

the winners. 

 

Membership is $30 per year and children under 16 are free. Any further informa on required please email: 

phbcinc@gmail.com . 

 

Port Hughes Boa ng Club Inc., is dedicated to safety at sea and fellowship between members. 

 
 

Reaching For The Sky Exhibi on 
 

This exhibi on, commemora ng the life of Sir Richard Wil-

liams, is now on display at the Na onal Trust History and 

Family Resource Centre, in Ellen Street, Moonta 

 

Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 1pm - 

4pm 

Or by appointment ring 8825 1891 

 

Greg Smith 

Melissa Bussenschu  
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 Answers to brainteasers from the winter newsle er: 

A man stands on one side of a river, his dog on the other. The man calls his dog, who immediately 
crosses the river without ge ng wet and without using a bridge or a boat. How did the dog do it? 
Answer: The river was frozen 
 

What makes this number unique: 8,549,176,320? 
Answer: It has each number, zero through nine, listed in alphabe cal order  
 
A man describes his daughters, saying, “They are all blonde, but two; all brune e but two; and all 
redheaded but two.” How many daughters does he have? 
Answer: Three. A blonde, a brunette, and a redhead  
 
You’re in a dark room with a candle, a wood stove, and a gas lamp. You only have one match, so what 
do you light first? 

Answer: The match 

Which Hamilton is different? 

Find 2 problems in this picture 

Find the flaw in this picture 

What’s wrong in this picture of a sunset? 

Which hamburger is different? 

One watch is real, one is a toy. Which is the toy? 
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MOONTA WELCOMES A NEW BUSINESS ENTERPRISE 

We welcome new 
business partners 
for inclusion on 
this page.  

 

Please contact in-
fo@moontaprogre
ss.org.au for fur-
ther informa on 

MOONTA & DISTRICT PROGRESS ASSOCIATION BUSINESS PARTNERS
The Progress Association is proud to be associated with the following local businesses and would like to acknowledge 

and thank them for their sponsorship on behalf of the local community.  

Moonta & District 
Progress Association 

Inc 
Correspondence to: 

The Secretary 
PO Box 36 

Moonta 5558 
Email 

info@moontaprogress.org.au 

Find us on FACEBOOK 

 

MOONTA COMMUNITY 
ACTIVITY CENTRE 

aka MEN’S 
SHED 

Military Road 
Moonta 

Tuesdays 9:00 
‘ l lunch 

Wednesdays by arrange-
ment

Friends of Victoria 
Park 

Working Bee 
Every Tuesday morning 

9:30 - 11:00am 

Ring Lib Bartholomeusz 
0419994649 for more info 

 

 

Meet at 
the Henry St entry on Milne 

Advanced Physio & Pilates Studio  Moonta Cra s & Gi s  Ray White Real Estate 
21 Ellen Street, Moonta  39 George Street Moonta  20 George Street, Moonta 
Amanda's Gi s & Crystals  Moonta Cycles & Sports  Redwing Farmstay 
4 George Street, Moonta  49 George Street, Moonta  226 Pipeline Road, Wee ulta 
Ashlee May Beauty  Moonta Dental  Royal Hotel 
24 George Street, Moonta  7 Majors Road, Moonta  2 Ryan Street, Moonta 
Bank SA - Moonta  Moonta Engineeering & Triad Transport  Shell Service Sta on 
42 George Steet, Moonta  45 Muddy Lane, Moonta  1 Blanche Terrace, Moonta 
Boudica Moontera  Moonta Gourmet Meats  Shippy's Hardware 
47 George Steet, Moonta  56 George Street, Moonta  9 Ryan Street, Moonta 
Buildlogix  Moonta Hardware & Camping  Skinner Funerals 
Muddy Lane, Moonta  Cnr George & Ellen Streets, Moonta  1 Frances Terrace, Moonta 
Cafe Capella's  Moonta Home Furnishings  Spiderman YP / MN 
53 George Street, Moonta  15 Quintrell Street, Moonta Bay  20 Cambridge street, Moonta Bay 
Cafe Moonta  Moonta Hotel  SR & CH Boakes Auto 
6 George Street, Moonta  1 George Street, Moonta  30 Hills Road, Moonta 
Copper City Signs  Moonta Newsagency  Statewide Cinema 
2 Bradshaw Street, Moonta Bay  31 George Street, Moonta  George Street, Moonta 
Copper Coast Marine & Tackle  Moonta Passenger Service  Stonewall Co age & Holiday Accommoda on 
10 George Street, Moonta  Bay Road, Moonta  23 Kadina Road, Moonta 
Copper Coast Mini Skips  Moonta Post Office  Taste the Yorke 
Hills Road, Moonta  18 Ryan Street, Moonta  52A George Street, Moonta 
Cornwall Hotel  Moonta Self Storage  Taste the Yorke 
20 Ryan Street, Moonta  18 Crutche  Road, Moonta  52A George Street, Moonta 
Country Living Homes Group  Newberry Chemist  The Cornish Kitchen 
18 Ellen Street, Moonta  8 George Street, Moonta  10-12 Ellen Street, Moonta 
Drakes Moonta Foodland  Nook & Nourish  The Garden Shop 
George Street, Moonta  24 Ellen Streeet, Moonta  11 Ryan Street, Moonta 
Ford McCarthy & Associates  NYP Cleaning Service  The Moonta Collec ve 
6 Ellen Street, Moonta  16 Prankerd St, Moonta Bay  59B George Street, Moonta 
Gi  Affaire  OPTOM All Vision Care  Tradelink Plumbing Supplies 
22 George Street, Moonta  52 George Street, Moonta  27 Muddy Lane, Moonta 
Goerecke Memorials  Pietas Templum  Trenching & Irriga on 
PO Box 9, Moonta  28 George Street, Moonta  PO Box 219, Moonta 
Hair Bitz by Wendy  Pier 22  United Office Choice 

57A George Street, Moonta  196 Bay Road, Moonta Bay   
Mainstreet Takeaway  Podiatry Central  Wardle's Garbage Contractors 
33 George Street, Moonta  George Street, Moonta  20 Hills Road, Moonta 
Marshall's Mens & Boys Wear  Pt Hughes Bobcat & Excavator Hire  Yorke Paving 
29 George Street, Moonta  79 Wedge Road,Port Hughes  43 Crutche  Road, Moonta 
Moonta Building & Landscape Supplies  Pt Hughes General Store  YP Chiroprac c 
Military Road, Moonta  Foreshore, Pt Hughes  5-7 George Street, Moonta 
Moonta Chinese Restaurant & Takeaway  Pt Hughes Tavern   
67 George Street, Moonta  Minnie Terrace, Pt Hughes   

    


